00:00.000 --> 00:07.000 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Okay. Zachary Schrag is interviewing Mr. John Beerman by 
telephone. It is May 19th, 2001 at 2:40 in the afternoon. I'm in Washington, D.C. and where 
are you? 


00:19.740 --> 00:20.740 
[speaker: John Beerman] \'m in Oakton, Virginia. 


00:20.740 --> 00:22.860 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Oakton, Virginia. Is that in Fairfax? 


00:22.860 --> 00:24.700 
[speaker: John Beerman] That's in Fairfax County. 


00:24.700 --> 00:29.820 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Terrific. So let me start by getting a little bit of background about 
you. How did you come to be on the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission? 


00:32.380 --> 00:39.380 

[speaker: John Beerman] Well, | was elected to the Board of Supervisors in 1963 and 
started service in the January 1st of 1964. At that time, the General Assembly set up the 
Northern Virginia Transportation Commission, of which there were members from various 
Northern Virginia jurisdictions and the number of members depended upon the population 
spread in those various jurisdictions. And there were four members initially from Fairfax 
County. | think that's still the case. And | was one of the four that served from Fairfax 
County's Board of Supervisors, at which time there were seven members. 


01:12.900 --> 01:13.900 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Which district were you representing? 


01:13.900 --> 01:19.900 
[speaker: John Beerman] | was in the Providence District. The Providence District wrapped 
around Fairfax City and included the town of Vienna. 


01:22.860 --> 01:28.860 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Okay. Let's see, so if I'm correct, the other members from 
Fairfax would have been Joe Alexander, Fred Babson, and John Parris. 


01:33.940 --> 01:34.940 
[speaker: John Beerman] That is correct. 


01:34.940 --> 01:40.380 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] And | know that Alexander represented the Lee District. Could 
you tell me where Babson 


01:41.380 --> 01:45.100 


[speaker: John Beerman] Babson at that time called the Falls Church District, which 
essentially wrapped around the, | guess, the south side of Falls Church and the west side of 
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Falls Church and came on out to include around the Fairfax Hospital. That general area 
came out Route 50. Alexander, of course, had Lee District, which was down off in the 
Franconia area. And John Parris was the Mount Vernon District, which is essentially south 
of our city of Alexandria, which would be, went down Route 1 to the Occoquan River and 
followed the Potomac River. 


02:18.380 --> 02:20.780 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] So later Herb Harris took over that district? 
02:20.820 --> 02:22.820 


[speaker: John Beerman] That is correct 
02:22.820 --> 02:29.820 


Zachary Schrag] Okay. So of the seven Fairfax supervisors, how was it determined which 
four would serve on this commission? 


02:30.820 --> 02:35.860 


[speaker: John Beerman] Well, there were five Democrats at the time. There was one 
Republican and one Independent. So since they had, the Democrats had the power 
structure, obviously the four of the five were going to be selected. At that time, one of the 
Democrats, there were two Democrats who were holdovers from the previous board, John 
Parrish and Stuart DeBell. And Stuart was the first chairman, so that left the other four to 
have those. In our caucus, we selected the other four as the members of the transportation 
authority. 


03:03.300 --> 03:06.500 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Sorry, DeBell was chairman of the board of supervisors? 


03:06.500 --> 03:07.500 
[speaker: John Beerman] That is correct. 


03:07.500 --> 03:12.060 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Okay. So the four Democrats who were the chairmen got these 
seats? 


03:12.060 --> 03:16.540 

[speaker: John Beerman] That's correct. We caucused and we apportioned out these 
certain assignments and that was one of the more plumb assignments. And since the board 
chairman had his own, he was busier than the rest, that was when you were chairman. 


Because at that time the chairman was not elected at large, it was selected by the 

other board members. And so both Parrish and DeBell were chairman for one year and 
then Babson, Alexander, and myself were chairman for eight months. We had made that 
arrangement ahead of time and after eight months was up, one would resign and the other 
guy would then be nominated and elected as the chairman. 


So since DeBell was the chairman for that first year, and that was the year that the 
Northern Union Transportation Commission came about, well then the rest of us caucused 
and voted. The four remained Democrats as the appointees and of course then we went 
into a public session and formalized the vote. 


04:14.740 --> 04:17.940 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] And why do you say it was a plumb assignment? 


04:17.940 --> 04:24.940 

[speaker: John Beerman] Well it was new. We were going to have a metro obviously in the 
Washington area and the roads were going to come out into the railroads the rail beds out 
into Northern Virginia and we all represented those areas and we wanted to have some say 
so in where those routes were coming. Most of them were kind of preordained, they were 
fairly obvious. A couple were not. There was a fair amount of politicking to try to get the 
road to come out one way or another. So that's the reason we wanted to be on it. At that 
time it was new and unique, a fair amount of publicity and all politicians like that kind of 
stuff. 


05:03.740 --> 05:09.340 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] So let's get into some of that decision making. Which routes 
were more obvious and which were more debated? 


05:11.260 --> 05:17.260 

[speaker: John Beerman] Well the one that was probably the most debated was whether or 
not the route going out to Vienna would come out Route 50 or come out as it has and out 
66. Now 66 looks pretty obvious now since you have a center lane there and the road was 
already built and it didn't take a lot of divvying up whereas Rout 50 was a four lane highway 
it doesn't have a a divider in parts of it particularly in Arlington and that would have been a 
lot more disruptive. But there was a lot of pressure for people to come out Route 50 
because Seven Corners was there already and there was a lot of development all the way 
along Route 50 and it went directly into Fairfax City and that was attractive to people. When 
you came out at that time to Vienna, the Vienna station was on the edge of Vienna, it wasn't 
anywhere near downtown, it wasn't far but it certainly wasn't as easy to walk to and that's 
where the main struggle went on. 


06:17.420 --> 06:23.420 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Sorry, the Vienna station, was this the W&OD station you mean? 
06:23.420 --> 06:30.420 


[speaker: John Beerman] No, the W&OD station was in downtown Alexandria and that road 
was Closed, back about, that right of way was purchased by the Virginia department, was 
purchased by, then Vepco, now Virginia Power and they closed that line down and used 
that right of way for the power lines and also of course there's a bike trail now and so when 
they came out 66, the Vienna station was selected to be at Nutley road because that was a 
fairly major road going across and relatively close to Vienna. 


07:00.140 --> 07:07.140 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Okay, so the Metro station, so how was that debate, how did that 
work out? Who was on which side, the Route 50 versus the Route 66? 


07:13.140 --> 07:20.140 


[speaker: John Beerman] All the, mostly the routes that were selected were fairly obvious 
that the only one was debated was this one and to me it was fairly obvious that he had 
come out 66 because the have the center line of 66 already dedicated and you could come 
above ground and there wasn't great opposition to that. There wasn't the opposition or real 
struggle within the Fairfax Board coming out that route. Most of the pressure came from 
some citizens who were businessmen who had businesses along Route 50 and obviously 
would like to see it come out their way but there wasn't a great deal of pressure to change 
from the obvious route of going out 66 and | was very supportive of the 66 because | 
thought that just made it a cheaper way to come out and an easy way to come out because 
| felt eventually that they would go out 66 all the way out to Centerville someday and now 
it's coming to pass. There's enough development out there that they probably will extend it 
out there one of these days. 


08:25.020 --> 08:30.020 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Was it ever questioned that there would be a service out to that 
Fairfax City area because | know later in the 1970s there's some thought of going up to 
Tyson's instead, that is when they do the alternatives analysis in the 1970s, two of the 
alternatives that are examined would have gone from the West Falls Church Station up the 
Dulles Access Road. 


08:52.660 --> 08:56.660 


[speaker: John Beerman] Yeah there were discussions about that but you've got to realize 
at that time Tyson's wasn't nearly as populated as it is now and nor was the going out 
further out 66. But we had Fairfax City with a population center and you had Vienna with a 
population center and with the Vienna Station where it is you had some reasonable 
proximity to both those population centers. Going out to Tyson's you would have been able 
to touch McLean and you've been also able to touch Vienna also. But it wasn't as easy a 
shot as it was coming out with the limited amount of money that they had to come out the 
66 to the Nutley Road Station. 


09:46.660 --> 09:53.660 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] In terms of engineering or? 


[speaker: John Beerman] and in terms of engineering and in terms of cost because if you 
came out the Dulles Access Road and then you'd have to take that, the only thing that 
would have made it attractive, would have made it sensible would have turned that spur up 
into Tyson's Corner and there were discussions about that but as | reflect back on it, we 
only had a certain amount of money and a certain amount of station we could go and we 
looked at, the thing that made it attractive was that eventually you could go out to Dulles 
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Airport but Dulles Airport was not busy then. There was still a money-losing proposition and 
what they had to do, they being Metro, is get the use of those lines as quickly as possible 
and we knew we could get that use by going out 66. And I'm sure you've gotten probably 
comparable use going out to, | don't know, the Dulles, | mean out the Dulles Corridor and 
out to Tyson's Corner but at least by going out 66 you're touching a large segment of 
population on both sides of 66 that can get over there. And they did have the opportunity 
from people from McLean and from Tyson's to come down to Falls Church. 


11:09.180 --> 11:16.180 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Okay. Do you recall at the time what the thinking on Tyson's was 
because it seems that in the Fairfax County Planning Commission was very excited about 
the potential of Tyson's. They had a report in 1965 calling it the crossroads of the county 
and planning all sorts of development there and | know that the Board of Supervisors 
approved a lot of the rezoning that later made Tyson's what it is in around 1965. There were 
something like 19 rezoning cases where a lot of the land that is now Tyson's gets zoned 
commercial. But as you said, nothing was really built on the ground at that point. So I'm 
trying to figure out whether the Fairfax County Planning Commission had much of a voice in 
determining the rail transit corridor studies. 


12:06.160 --> 12:13.160 


[speaker: John Beerman] No, | don't recall any particular influence by them on the rail 
system. | mean I'm got a pretty retentive memory and | don't recall that as being much of, 
any impact particularly at all. They would of course assess any kind of rezoning that was 
coming up and give us their opinions but | don't recall any particular influence or any 
pressure particularly from the guy that | appointed. | don't recall him ever even talking about 
it much. 


12:42.160 --> 12:49.160 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] In retrospect, do you think that was how things were supposed 
to work? Because going back, the Planning Commission seems to have done some pretty 
prescient work in predicting the land use patterns and for that not to be taken into account 
to the rail planning. 


13:01.440 --> 13:08.440 


[speaker: John Beerman] Well remember, much of the planning staff would come up with a 
master plan and ideas as to where development should be. When you take Tyson's Corner 
at the time, it was a hub at the intersection of 7 and 123 coming across and of course the 
Dulles Access Road on the other side. And of course it was a hub and we concentrated a 
lot of business development office buildings there at that time with the intention that it would 
develop. | didn't think it would grow as much as it did but we knew it would grow a lot and 
we encouraged that. We were trying to make it like a hub so you wouldn't have growth 
spreading everywhere. | don't recall the Planning Commission. You would know better than 
me in this regard. It's been a long time ago but | don't remember that particular influence. 
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13:51.400 --> 13:58.400 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] How about the professional staff? You had Gordon Thompson 
as Executive Director of the Commission. Could you tell me something about him, how he 
got his job? 


14:02.680 --> 14:04.680 
[speaker: John Beerman] | cannot. 
14:04.680 --> 14:11.680 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Let me ask you this. When these decisions were being made, 
the maps I've seen you start with something like 8 different transit corridors and of course it 
was eventually getting narrowed down into really just 2. What's today the orange line and 
then the blue-yellow line. | don't really know too much about how that happened. You start 
in 1965 with again these 8 different corridors. They go down to a map of 3 alternatives in 
1967 and | don't know how much of this was being driven by the staff, both Gordon 
Thompson and his staff and also the WMATA staff or how much was you folks on the 
Board. 


14:50.440 --> 14:55.720 


[speaker: John Beerman] What they would do as | remember, they would come up with 
these different alternatives and routes and a couple of them were just so very obvious. The 
one being the one they chose 66, oh we chose 66 and 50. That was the only area that | can 
recall of much controversy. 


The other one which was going down the RF&P down towards Alexandria and by the airport 
and on into Franconia and those 2 corridors, that was easy to focus on because we wanted 
to serve the airport and we wanted to serve Alexandria and there was a fairly good 
population center in Fairfax County below Alexandria so we could accomplish that aspect of 
it. The other one which was spur on off eventually, they did get out to Franconia but they 
went down that same route and the only other place that was any conflict at all was the one 
| told you about before. 


To me it wasn't much of a dispute, it was just pressure by businessmen primarily as | 
remember it to try to come out Route 50 and we did look at that but 66 was just too obvious 
because you had a road which wasn't overused at that time and you had a center line which 
was wide enough to accommodate a subway. So those alternatives | remember being 
presented, the staff from Washington, they did the yeoman work and they coordinated with 
the staff that we had but a lot of that was primarily instigated in Washington because they 
had it coordinated throughout the whole metropolitan area. 


16:43.360 --> 16:48.600 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] So what kind of interaction did you have with the folks in 
Washington? | guess it would have been in that transition between the NCTA and WMATA. 
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16:52.800 --> 16:59.000 

[speaker: John Beerman] They would primarily submit their material over to the staff we 
have with the North Virginia Transportation Commission who would then present their 
views. Now, | can't, probably they came over but | can't remember any particular person. | 
remember our staff presenting lines and we had a lawyer at the time that was very, very 
instrumental and helpful to us in overcoming some of the problems getting this thing 
resolved, a guy named Jerome Alper or something like that and he did a yeoman work and 
he was incredibly helpful. But as to did the staff of Washington come over and make 
presentations to us, Alper did all the time 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] on the legal arrangements? 

[speaker: John Beerman] That's correct 

17:36.560 --> 17:43.560 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] What about the role of Fairfax City? | know that Fairfax City had 
its own seat on the commission. 


17:56.880 --> 18:03.320 


[speaker: John Beerman] They had one person. | can remember both of them. One was 
John Russell one year and they had another fellow. 


18:04.240 --> 18:05.240 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Philip Fisher? 

18:05.240 --> 18:06.640 

[speaker: John Beerman] That's right. What was his name? Philip what? 
18:06.640 --> 18:07.160 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Fisher? 

18:07.160 --> 18:13.160 


[speaker: John Beerman] That's right. Phil Fisher. That's the guy. And | think Phil was the 
first one as | recall. I'm not really sure. 


18:13.560 --> 18:15.680 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] That looks right from what | have. 


18:15.680 --> 18:22.680 


[speaker: John Beerman] And that was just another vote. He represented Fairfax City and 
he generally went along with Fairfax County because he was looking for a route to come out 
there to service his community. And as to any particular heavy influence, | think the 
strongest influence were obviously from Fairfax County with four votes. Arlington, which had 
a, the routes were going to go through Arlington, so they had | think two votes as | recall. 
18:49.120 --> 18:50.880 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] | think three actually. 

18:50.880 --> 18:52.080 

[speaker: John Beerman] Did they have three? 

18:52.080 --> 18:52.680 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Yeah. 

18:52.680 --> 18:54.000 

[speaker: John Beerman] | couldn't remember. 

18:54.000 --> 18:55.320 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] That's what | have, yeah. 

18:55.320 --> 18:56.440 

[speaker: John Beerman] Would you have three? 

18:56.440 --> 19:00.240 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] lve got at the beginning, Roye Lowry, who was... 

19:00.240 --> 19:00.840 

[John Beerman]. Who? 

19:00.840 --> 19:02.880 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Roye Lowry, L-O-W-R-Y. 

19:02.880 --> 19:05.880 

[speaker: John Beerman] How do you spell it? 


19:05.880 --> 19:06.880 


[Zachary Schrag]. L-O-W-R-Y. 


19:06.880 --> 19:08.720 

[speaker: John Beerman] What's his first name? 

19:08.720 --> 19:10.200 

[Zachary Schrag]. Roye, R-O-Y-E. 

19:10.200 --> 19:14.720 

[speaker: John Beerman] . Oh, okay. That didn't ring a bell with me. 

19:14.720 --> 19:18.040 

[Zachary Schrag].. | think he might have been one of the vice-chairmen or something. 
19:18.040 --> 19:18.480 

[speaker: John Beerman] Okay. 

19:18.480 --> 19:21.600 

[Zachary Schrag].. Then Joe Fisher, who later went to Congress, and Leo Urbanski. 
19:22.000 --> 19:29.000 

[speaker: John Beerman] Well, Leo | remember there, and | remember Joe, and the Lowry 
is the one | don't remember. And then we had, now, Falls Church had a representative, and 
that was the vice-mayor, Lee Rhodes. And Lee was pretty effective. He was a government 
lawyer, and he had some time to put in, an he didn't have to work like the rest of us, and he 
made a nice contribution. | thought Phil, the fellow from Fairfax, said he was pretty reserved 
about it, but Urbanski always had a lot to say. And Alexandria, they had a guy named Nick 
Colosanto. | forget the other guy yet. 

20:12.160 --> 20:14.200 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Luckett, James Luckett? 

20:14.200 --> 20:16.040 

[speaker: John Beerman] . Was it Jim Luckett? 

20:16.040 --> 20:20.040 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] He was on, and then later, Charles Beatley. 


20:20.040 --> 20:25.040 


[speaker: John Beerman] Okay. Well, the one | knew was Beatley. Now, Beatley later 
became mayor. He was city council, and then later became mayor. And he and | went to the 
same college together. Of course, he's older than me, but a nice guy named Charlie was 
effective. Nick, okay, but Chuck made a lot of contributions. 


20:38.400 --> 20:40.120 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] What do you mean by contributions? 
20:40.120 --> 20:47.120 


[speaker: John Beerman] Well, he was working hard to try to get the Metro working and try 
to get the road built. By that stand, he was an enthusiastic supporter of it. Everyone was, of 
course, but some more so than others. 


20:55.640 --> 21:02.480 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Was there much conflict between the jurisdictions, or was there 
a broad consensus that these two... 


21:02.680 --> 21:09.680 


[speaker: John Beerman] | don't think they're... For a motley jurisdictional body, and the 
bunch of elected politicians, they actually got along pretty well. There would be some 
conflict sometimes with roads. From Fall Church, that was mostly because of his prickly 
personality. And Fred Babson would ride him a little bit, but... And he would sometimes be 
annoying, but nonetheless, and he would annoy me, too. But | had to give him credit. He 
was willing to go down and get information for us, and he was downtown, and he had the 
time to do it. So | thought it would be helpful. But a particular conflict, | don't remember any. 
Not like we had on the County Board itself. 


21:58.760 --> 22:05.760 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] And was there anyone who didn't want Metro serving his or her 
district or jurisdiction? 


22:06.760 --> 22:13.760 


[speaker: John Beerman] Not that | can recall. Because remember, those routes were going 
to primarily come out through Fred Babson's and my districts, and we were both 
enthusiastic supporters for it. And that's what I'm talking about, the Orange Line. And the 
others wouldn't be directly affected by it, wouldn't be coming through their jurisdictional 
areas. And then the ones going down towards Alexandria and to Arlington, they were very 
much in favor of it. 


22:36.240 --> 22:40.740 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] What about among your constituents? Did you have to sell this 
project to the people who would be along the route? 
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22:42.960 --> 22:49.960 


[speaker: John Beerman] No. | didn't. | had nothing but support. | would probably have had 
some opposition if it went down Route 50. But coming out 66, that road was already there. 
And people were basically in favor of a subway. So | don't remember any particular 
opposition or calls from constituents saying, l'm opposed to that. | don't remember one. 


23:14.680 --> 23:21.680 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] You see, what happens in the 1970s, looking back on this, is 
that both the City of Fairfax and the town of Vienna become very strongly anti-growth. And 
they down zone the land around the Metro station. And meanwhile, Tysons booms into this 
massive downtown. And so, in retrospect, it seems like a darn shame that the route didn't 
go up to Tysons instead of out to Vienna. Maybe you disagree with that, or maybe you 
would agree. 


23:49.880 --> 23:56.880 


[speaker: John Beerman] There was always the intention of putting hubs of population, both 
offices and apartments and townhouses, what have you, around these stations. And now 
there is a fair amount that's developing out around Vienna now, but nothing in the same 
vein as Tysons. And there was no intention of Vienna's station there at Nutley being another 
Tysons. That wasn't the intention. Although there was a large piece of empty ground, and 
there was a lot of opposition from Vienna from having that becoming too intensely 
developed. Most of the office development is between, on Nutley is between Lee Highway 
and that Pan Am shopping center, and the 66 corridor. Now there was another swath on the 
other side. There was a guy named Blackwell, or something like that, that had a big farm. 
And he wanted to get that whole farm developed, and there was tremendous opposition 
from the town of Vienna. And he probably did himself a disservice by being so obstinate and 
pushing it because he built a lot of antagonism towards his property by surrounding land 
homeowners way before the Metro really got there. And it kind of coalesced way before the 
development reached out to Nutley Road. So by the time it got out there, the opposition was 
very, very strong. The opposition by the time was long gone. But now I'm not saying that it 
wouldn't have developed that kind of opposition, but he was such a controversial figure, all 
through my four years, that every time he would say something there would be this 
tremendous number of phone calls to me and tremendous opposition at the board for any 
type of zone that he tried to do. 


25:49.760 --> 25:50.600 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Interesting. 
25:50.600 --> 25:57.600 


[speaker: John Beerman] Interesting from the standpoint that he actually had a fairly good 
scheme, but he pissed off so many people. 


25:59.840 --> 26:01.400 
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[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Where exactly was his landing? 
26:01.400 --> 26:08.400 


[speaker: John Beerman] Well, if you would come out Nutley Road from Lee Highway, and 
you're heading towards the Metro, you're heading towards 66, and you cross 66, and that's 
where the parking garage is on the left, that property from there on back on the left hand 
side was his. 

26:24.240 --> 26:26.000 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Wow, so right by there. 

26:26.000 --> 26:33.000 


[speaker: John Beerman] Oh yeah, he had a lot of property. Had a fairly good size farm. | 
would guess it was a couple hundred acres or so. You know, just a prime location. And he 
just didn't want a bunch of single family homes there, | don't blame him. But sometimes you 
can only do what the public will allow you to do. 


26:53.360 --> 27:00.360 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Got it. Let me ask you this. I've been through the minute books 
for the Board of Supervisors and for those years, and there's very little attention to Metro, 
and | wonder if that's because with a majority of the board already on the transportation 
commission, you were discussing Metro matters there rather than in session as the Board 
of Supervisors. 

27:19.320 --> 27:20.280 

[speaker: John Beerman] That is correct. 


27:20.280 --> 27:24.780 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Okay. So it wasn't that the Board of Supervisors wasn't paying 
attention, you were just wearing different hats when you were paying attention. 


27:27 .640 --> 27:28.520 

[speaker: John Beerman] That is correct. 

27:28.520 --> 27:30.800 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Okay. That actually clears a lot. 


27:31.280 --> 27:35.880 
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[speaker: John Beerman] Another thing too, | remember we had seven guys who were part- 
timers. Now these guys put a lot more, | didn't put more time, they cut their own offices. My 
office at that time was in my home, and | would meet people. | had a part-time secretary 
late, and | didn't have an office where people would come in to meet me. Now they'd call me 
all the time, call me at home. | didn't allow my office number to be given out because | 
would never be able to get any work done. Well, when | got home, | returned all those calls 
that came in, and | had to meet with people. | would meet with them at their home or at 
some central location. | was out all the time. But we never had the same kind of support 
service that each one of these supervisors has today, which is much better today. | mean, 
we should have had that because the job just took too much time. And when we got those 
board meetings, we had seven guys, and the county was growing so rapidly, and our 
agenda each Wednesday when we would meet, we'd sometimes go, | mean, many, many, 
many times, we'd go to 11, 12 o'clock. Many times. Many, many, many times. Always went 
to 9 o'clock. If | got done at 7 o'clock, that'd be a rarity. 


28:46.760 --> 28:48.920 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] And how often were these meetings? 

28:48.920 --> 28:49.960 

[speaker: John Beerman] We'd meet every Wednesday. 

28:50.600 --> 28:57.600 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Every Wednesday. Yeah, | guess with the population growth, it 


does seem that Fairfax was kind of under-governed in that way. You had a structure set up 
for a farming community that was growing by 


29:05.560 --> 29:06.720 

[speaker: John Beerman] You're absolutely correct. 

29:06.720 --> 29:08.560 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] hundreds of thousands every census. 
29:08.560 --> 29:13.200 


[speaker: John Beerman] It had been under the, they'd gone to a more modern form of 
government, a county executive form of government. When | first, I've got to recognize 
these are different dollars, but | think the pay | didn't run for the pay, but | didn't want to go. 
But you don't want just a wealthy board, nor just retirees, nor you want just women. You 
want a mix of your population. Now, we had four ex-military pilots on that board, myself, Joe 
Alexander, Stan Parris, and then later on when John Parris flew, too. But he wasn't a 
military pilot, but wnen he stepped down, Frank Evers replaced him, and we had four ex-Air 
Force pilots on. That's unusual, isn't it? 


29:56.100 --> 29:58.860 
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[speaker: Zachary Schrag] And is that because you were all drawing retirement pay and... 
29:58.860 --> 30:00.460 

[speaker: John Beerman] Oh, no. Hell, we were all young men. 

30:00.460 --> 30:00.940 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] | see. 

30:00.940 --> 30:02.260 

[speaker: John Beerman] Well, none of us retired. 

30:02.260 --> 30:02.740 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Okay. 

30:02.740 --> 30:09.740 


[speaker: John Beerman] | mean, one of them was...one was a lawyer, one was...three of 
us were businessmen. But what we were able to give to the county at the time were men in 
their middle thirties who had been all two of us had been combat pilots, myself and Stan 
Parris. And we were local businessmen, but we were all working. And so | only had the 
certain amount of time | gave to the public office, and | gave a tremendous amount of time, 
and you needed some support. And my wife did most of it. And so you're talking about 
being under-governed. We were under-supported when we were. 


And we fortunately had a very astute board and some very sharp guys. And I'd gone to law 
school, and the...Babson was a lawyer, and Parrish was a lawyer, Parris was a lawyer, and 
Joe was a businessman, | was a businessman, and we had one woman who was very 
sharp, Harriet Bradley. And then the other guy had been kind of a...and that was the DeBell 
he'd been around for a long time. But he was more typical of what you would have expected 
back some years earlier in representing the farming community, because he represented 
the western part of the county, which was the farming community at that time. And your 
description is pretty accurate. He had the largest geographical part of the county, and the 
people were farmers. And he'd been on the board, | think, for about 12 years. And that was, 
and the other part of the county was changing very dramatically, and he represented his 
community, which is primarily farming. 


31:51.860 --> 31:53.380 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] What was the name of that district? 
31:53.380 --> 31:54.180 


[speaker: John Beerman] Pardon me? 
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31:54.180 --> 31:58.060 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] What was the name of that district? It doesn't have maps of the 
districts for 


31:58.060 --> 32:02.060 


[speaker: John Beerman] Oh, what was the name of his district at that time? It was called 
Centerville District. 


32:02.060 --> 32:04.220 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Centerville, okay. 
32:04.220 --> 32:11.220 


[speaker: John Beerman] That's where he lived, in Centerville. But the time demands were 
just incredible. Nothing more than there's a lot of questions that constituents ask that can be 
answered by a staff member. If you have a guy working for you regularly, she can run it 
down and get an answer. And the person's totally satisfied. Well, they didn't have to wait 
until | got home and return their calls. They're not going to have to callup the county and get 
this person to do it, or this person to call them, or this person to call them. That's how it 
worked. So when he came to talk about Metro, we were so busy with all these other 
problems. Man, I'd get up there early and I'd be running around getting this done for a 
person, that done for a person, this done for a person. And not that Metro was slighted, 
we'd report to everybody, but we'd discuss the Metro problems primarily at Metro. | mean, at 
the North Virginia Transportation Commission. 


33:04.880 --> 33:06.660 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] So how often did that commission meet? 
33:06.660 --> 33:07.620 

[speaker: John Beerman] How often do we meet? 

33:07.620 --> 33:08.020 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Yeah. 

33:08.020 --> 33:10.220 

[speaker: John Beerman] Seems like we meet once a month. 
33:10.220 --> 33:11.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Once a month for the NVTC. 


33:11.900 --> 33:15.940 


15 


[speaker: John Beerman] | think that's about right. Now we'd have some other meetings, 
which we'd call depending upon the urgency of the situation, but we would typically meet 
once a month. 


33:21.140 --> 33:27.220 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] The contrast | see is in large part with Montgomery County, 
which is sort of similar in size. And there were these intense debates within and between 
the Planning Commission and the County Council. And I'm wondering if that's because of 
the different governmental structure where both of those, because Montgomery was a bit 
more established, it would have had the professional staff. They would have had more time. 


33:53.220 --> 34:00.220 


[speaker: John Beerman] We had a comparable population and comparable inner part of 
the county which was developing, you further got out of course, was Reston, which now you 
consider to be a big, vibrant area. But Reston was barely making it at the time. And you 
couldn't get builders to go out there to buy those finished lots from Reston because they 
thought it was too far out and they didn't want to take the risk. It's hard to believe, isn't it? 
But that's the truth. And so the way our road system set up, we just didn't have the political 
arguments that they might have had in Montgomery County as to how their subway lines 
would come out. Because they had some fairly significant inner populations, like at Silver 
Spring and out to Rockville and the Chevy Chase area, as to which way they might come. 
That is their routes. 


34:59.700 --> 35:05.700 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Yeah. But the other thing is, there the Planning Commission 
plays a very active role, whereas if | understand you, and it certainly seems consistent with 
what I've read, the Fairfax Planning Commission was not playing much of a role, if any. 


35:14.260 --> 35:17.700 
[speaker: John Beerman] | don't recall them playing much of a role. 
35:17.700 --> 35:22.540 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] And why is that? | mean, it seems like it would be their job to 
help plan this system if they're responsible for land use. 


35:25.220 --> 35:32.220 


[speaker: John Beerman] Well, no. It was our responsibility as a Bard and then delegated 
members, the Northern C and Transportation Commission itself. And we had a small staff of 
our own which were providing those services to us. And we always could call upon our 
Planning Commission if they needed to. But | don't recall calling on them at the time. I'd like 
to say they did, but | don't recall them doing it. 
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35:56.860 --> 36:03.860 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] This is extremely helpful, because my sense is that the Planning 
Commission was pushing Tysons, or at least predicting Tysons. | mean, they come out with 
a bunch of reports saying Tysons is where the action is. 


36:11.420 --> 36:17.060 


[speaker: John Beerman] Well, that's pretty obvious that it was. But there wasn't an easy 
way to get a route there at the time. We had limited funds. 


36:21.020 --> 36:28.020 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] But were there studies showing? Because the thing is, the map | 
have from 1965, | think, the map with the most potential routes shows all these different 
corridors going all over the place, lots of different variants. To Vienna, for example, there's 
the W and O D alignment, there's the Route 66 alignment, and there's the Route 50 
alignment. This is a map done when everything is really very fluid, and when people are 
almost just imagining all the potential possibilities. And this map and this report, which is, let 
me get the date here, 4th of April, 1966, staff report to the NVTC Commissioners. The 
whole report does not mention Tysons Corner in 1966. 


37:12.540 --> 37:19.540 


[speaker: John Beerman] \'m trying to reflect back. | remember | was talking about Tysons, 
but the trouble with it, once you got to Tysons, there wasn't easy, there wasn't a lot going 
out to the Dulles Access Road at the time. And now, as busy as it is now, with the toll road 
on each side of it, you've got to realize the airport was not very busy and there wasn't a lot 
of population in Reston. It was beginning to grow, but it wasn't nothing dynamic like it is 
now. 


And these other population centers were there. Vienna was there, Fairfax City was there, 
and in between there was a fair amount of development. And it just lent itself to 66, and also 
66 lent itself from a price standpoint. Now, | can remember that | always figured that 
eventually there would be a subway that would go out to the Dulles airport, and now they're 
talking about it. But that's been a long time since then, see? It took a long time before that 
airport was the busy airport that it is now. 


38:29.660 --> 38:35.860 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Do you recall any particular engineering studies of that 
alignment? Because | haven't even found anything saying, we're not going to Tysons 
because it's too expensive. | haven't even found anything rejecting Tysons. | find it just 
being ignored. 


38:44.740 --> 38:51.740 


[speaker: John Beerman] No, | don't. You could very easily go out, as you point out, at the 
Dulles Access Road. 
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38:52.180 --> 38:55.180 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Well, | know there are some engineering challenges, which is 


what they're dealing with today. | mean, Tysons is the highest point in the county, and any 
railroad doesn't like hills. But I've just sort of heard of that. 


39:04.780 --> 39:05.780 

[speaker: John Beerman] But that's not that big a hill. 
39:05.780 --> 39:06.780 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Yeah, that's the thing. 

39:06.780 --> 39:08.460 

[speaker: John Beerman] And it's very gradual going out there. 
39:08.460 --> 39:11.860 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] |'ve never heard of anyone saying, oh yeah, that's the reason we 
didn't go to Tysons. 


39:11.860 --> 39:18.540 


[speaker: John Beerman] Oh, no, that wasn't a concern, because you go out 66, it gradually 
goes uphill, and you go, sure, Tysons is the highest point in the county, but from the Dulles 
Access Road on up to Tysons is not a precipitous incline by a long shot. But | just, Tysons, | 
remember talking about it, but | don't remember any particular urgency of going there. The 
other would just seem to be more obvious at the time. If we had more money, or if they 
would have allocated more stations, then you could obviously have done it. But it wasn't in 
the cards at that time, budget-wise, because we had the fund part of it. 


40:00.060 --> 40:06.060 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Okay, so it would have been, how did you know that it would 
have been more expensive? | guess that's the question then. 


40:08.020 --> 40:13.860 
[speaker: John Beerman] Well, | just figured that going out there and trying to get it close, 
you have to get into Tysons. Man, not just, there was a lot of development already taking 


place, whereas going out to Dunn Loring and out to the Vienna station, as it is, was just less 
costly. 


40:27.420 --> 40:27.860 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Okay. 
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40:27.860 --> 40:34.860 

[speaker: John Beerman] | mean, | can't give you the figures now. | remember it was just 
less costly to do so. And there was a little bit more desire by Board members to go out that 
route. | know that | felt strongly that it should come out that way, and not that | was opposed 
to Tysons per se, but if you only had a choice between Tysons and where it is, where it is 
was the obvious choice for us at that time. 


40:59.940 --> 41:01.780 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Because they were the centers of population. 
41:01.780 --> 41:02.420 

[speaker: John Beerman] Yeah, sure. 

41:02.420 --> 41:06.740 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] And you were expecting people probably to drive and take buses 
to the station rather than walk, is that what you're saying? 


41:08.060 --> 41:15.060 


[speaker: John Beerman] Yeah, there are people that can walk to Tysons, but most of them 
drive. They have that great big parking structure there, 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] they have all three of them now right? 


[speaker: John Beerman] Oh yeah that thing fills up right away. And now they finally got 
some office buildings there that people can walk to them, but | used to have my office down 
there at Fairfax Circle, and if | would go downtown, so now I'd just take the subway down on 
business, just for a standpoint, | could do something on the way down and back. And when 
you get down there, it's hard as hell to park, and it depends where | was going. And it was 
just a nice way to go. And even today when | go to the Redskin games, | rarely drive. | just 
take the subway. 


41:58.500 --> 42:05.500 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Got it. So, let's see, how long were you on the Board of 
Supervisors? When did you 


42:07.300 --> 42:09.420 
[speaker: John Beerman] One term, that was enough. 
42:09.420 --> 42:14.420 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Okay, quite a term from my point of view, because that's when 
all the big decisions were made. 
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42:15.300 --> 42:22.300 


[speaker: John Beerman] Yeah, there was a, | would have served longer, but | had three 
growing children, and | had to get out and make some bucks. And it just took an incredible 
amount of my time, a lot more time than | had anticipated. And | was working 75-hour 
weeks, and that's hard to believe. And | was young, but you can't do that for but so long. 
And my son was on the Board of Supervisors out in Loudoun County, and | never thought 
that he was the political animal that his father was. And he said, geez, Dad, he's the Vice 
President for Mergers and Acquisitions for a telemarketing company. Not telemarketing, not 
one of these telecommunications companies. And he was telling me how incredibly busy it 
was. And | said, yeah. And they weren't nearly as busy as we were. Loudoun is busy, but 
they met every other week. We met every week, with a jammed agenda. 


43:09.220 --> 43:13.220 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] But Loudoun is in some ways a lot like Fairfax in the 60s. 
43:13.220 --> 43:20.220 


[speaker: John Beerman] It is. But Fairfax in the 60s had a population of about 460 or 70 
thousand, and Loudon's got what a population of about 70,000. And Loudoun's got about 
200 or something like that. So while it's growing very rapidly, we just had just that much 
more from the standpoint of activity. Well, | think you got it pretty much, haven't you? 


43:40.900 --> 43:45.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Oh, yeah. This is really extremely helpful. It helps me make 
sense of a lot of the documents that | just don't, you know, for example, the fact that you 
were talking about all the stuff at the NVTC and not in the Board of Supervisors explains 
why the meeting minutes have so little information. 

43:56.900 --> 43:59.900 

[speaker: John Beerman] Yeah. Have you talked to Alexander yet? 

43:59.900 --> 44:01.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] |'ve talked to Alexander. I've talked to Harris. 

44:01.900 --> 44:02.900 

[speaker: John Beerman] Okay. 

44:02.900 --> 44:05.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] But they're both from the southern part of the county, and so 


they didn't really have that much to say about the Orange Line. So now | have the Orange 
Line story vastly better than | did before. 
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44:11.900 --> 44:16.900 

[speaker: John Beerman] Now, let me see. Of course, Babson could have helped you, but 
he's dead. He died last year, a year and a half ago. Let me see. Frank Everest was on 
there, | believe. Was he not? 

44:24 .900 --> 44:25.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] What's his name? 

44:25.900 --> 44:26.900 

[speaker: John Beerman] Everest. 

44:26.900 --> 44:27.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Everest. 

44:27.900 --> 44:29.900 

[speaker: John Beerman] Didn't Frank Everest take over from John Parrish? 

44:29.900 --> 44:33.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Well, I'm not sure. | mean, the, no 

[speaker: John Beerman] he would have represented... Harris, see, he represented the line, 
but not in that first term, okay? John Parrish resigned the board, and the appointee in this 
place was Frank Everest. | think Frank was on that. You talked to Fisher? 

44:53.900 --> 44:54.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Joe Fisher? 

44:54.900 --> 44:58.900 

[speaker: John Beerman] No, not Joe Fisher. | mean, Phil... Phil, what's Phil's last name? 
44:58.900 --> 44:59.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Phil Fisher. 

44:59.900 --> 45:00.900 


[speaker: John Beerman] Phil Fisher. 


45:00.900 --> 45:01.900 
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[speaker: Zachary Schrag] No, | haven't. 

45:01.900 --> 45:02.900 

[speaker: John Beerman] You might want to talk to him. 

45:02.900 --> 45:03.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Yeah. 

45:03.900 --> 45:05.900 

[speaker: John Beerman] Of course, Joe Fisher's dead. 

45:05.900 --> 45:06.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Yeah. 

45:06.900 --> 45:11.900 

[speaker: John Beerman] You got out on the... Did you talk to Parris? 

45:11.900 --> 45:12.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Nope. 

45:12.900 --> 45:20.900 

[speaker: John Beerman] Oh, | didn't mean to. Of course, he wasn't on it. Excuse me. | 
forgot about that. | think that Frank Everest, E-V-E-R-E-S-T, was on it, and he's now the 
president, | think, of Southern Iron Works. And it was Southern Iron Works, unless they've 
been bought out, you might look that up in the Yellow Pages, under iron, iron and 
construction, and steel construction. Or look in the phone book, Frank Everest, E-V-E-R-E- 
S-T. | believe he took over for John Parrish, and he would at least have been on there for a 
term or a term and a half, in that first four years, okay? Which was with the decision-making 
years. l'm just giving you some suggestions, so you might be able to get on. And then this 


other guy, Phil Fisher, he might be able to help you out if he's still kicking around. | haven't 
seen him for a long time. He may not even live in the area, but | know Everest does. 


46:14.900 --> 46:17.900 
[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Okay. This has been extremely helpful. 


46:17.900 --> 46:18.900 
[speaker: John Beerman] Okay, I'm glad. 


46:18.900 --> 46:19.900 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Thank you so much. 
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46:19.900 --> 46:20.900 

[speaker: John Beerman] Sure thing. 

46:20.900 --> 46:22.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] And | will send you that release form, and thanks again. 
46:22.900 --> 46:26.900 


[speaker: John Beerman] Okay. When you get that report done, send me a copy. I'd like to 
see what you got. 


46:26.900 --> 46:27.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Will do. 
46:27.900 --> 46:28.900 

[speaker: John Beerman] Thanks. 
46:28.900 --> 46:29.900 

[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Thank you. 
46:29.900 --> 46:30.900 

[speaker: John Beerman] Bye. 
46:30.900 --> 46:31.900 


[speaker: Zachary Schrag] Bye. 
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